
Kyrgyzstan

Geography

Location: Central Asia, west of China

Area:

total area: 198,500 sq km
land area: 191,300 sq km

Land boundaries: total 3,878 km, China 858 km, Kazakhstan 1,051
km, Tajikistan 870 km, Uzbekistan 1,099 km

Coastline: 0 km (landlocked)

Climate: dry continental to polar in high Tien Shan; subtropical in
southwest (Fergana Valley); temperate in northern foothill zone



Terrain: peaks of Tien Shan rise to 7,000 meters, and associated
valleys and basins  encompass entire nation
Natural resources: abundant hydroelectric potential; significant
deposits of gold and rare  earth metals; locally exploitable coal, oil
and natural gas; other deposits of nepheline, mercury, bismuth,
lead, and zinc

Land use
arable land: 7%
permanent crops: NEGL%
meadows and pastures: 42%
forest and woodland: 0%
other: 51%

Irrigated land: 10,320 sq km (1990)

Environment:
current issues: water pollution; many people get their water directly
from contaminated streams and wells, as a result, water-borne
diseases are prevalent; increasing soil salinity from faulty irrigation
practices

Note: landlocked



People

Population: 4,769,877 (July 1995 est.)

Age structure
0-14 years: 37% (female 868,108; male 888,479)
15-64 years: 57% (female 1,377,221; male 1,345,990)
65 years and over: 6% (female 185,807; male 104,272) (July 1995
est.)

Population growth rate: 1.5% (1995 est.)

Birth rate: 25.97 births/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Death rate: 7.32 deaths/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Net migration rate: -3.66 migrant(s)/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Infant mortality rate: 45.8 deaths/1,000 live births (1995 est.)

Life expectancy at birth:



total population: 68.13 years
male: 63.92 years
female: 72.56 years (1995 est.)

Total fertility rate: 3.31 children born/woman (1995 est.)

Nationality:
noun: Kyrgyz(s)
adjective: Kyrgyz

Ethnic divisions: Kirghiz 52.4%, Russian 21.5%, Uzbek 12.9%,
Ukrainian 2.5%, German 2.4%, other 8.3%

Religions: Muslim 70%

Languages: Kirghiz (Kyrgyz) - official language, Russian widely
used

Literacy:
total population: 97%
male: 99%
female: 96%



Government

Names:
conventional long form: Kyrgyz Republic
conventional short form: Kyrgyzstan
local long form: Kyrgyz Respublikasy
local short form: none
former: Kirghiz Soviet Socialist Republic

Type: republic

Capital: Bishkek

Independence: 31 August 1991 (from Soviet Union)

National holiday: National Day, 2 December; Independence Day, 31
August (1991)

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal

Flag: red field with a yellow sun in the center having 40 rays
representing the  40 Kirghiz tribes; on the obverse side the rays run
counterclockwise, on  the reverse, clockwise; in the center of the



sun is a red ring crossed by  two sets of three lines, a stylized
representation of the roof of the traditional Kirghiz yurt

Economy

Overview: Kyrgyzstan is one of the smallest and poorest states of
the former Soviet  Union. Its economy is heavily agricultural,
growing cotton and tobacco on  irrigated land in the south and grain
in the foothills of the north and raising sheep and goats on
mountain pastures. Its small and obsolescent industrial sector,
concentrated around Bishkek, has traditionally relied on Russia and
other CIS countries for customers and industrial inputs, including
most of its fuel.

Industries: small machinery, textiles, food-processing industries,
cement, shoes, sawn  logs, refrigerators, furniture, electric motors,
gold, and rare earth metals

Agriculture: wool, tobacco, cotton, livestock (sheep, goats, cattle),
vegetables, meat,  grapes, fruits and berries, eggs, milk, potatoes



Illicit drugs: illicit cultivator of cannabis and opium poppy; mostly for
CIS consumption; limited government eradication program; used as
transshipment point for illicit drugs to Western Europe and North
America from Southwest Asia

Transportation

Railroads:
total: 370 km

Highways:
total: 30,300 km

Pipelines: natural gas 200 km

Ports: Ysyk-Kol (Rybach'ye)

Airports:
total: 54

Defence Forces



Branches: National Guard, Security Forces (internal and border
troops), Civil Defence
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